
Answering iGCSE Questions – Paper 1, Question D 

Question (D) will ask you to use a source and your own 

knowledge to describe or explain cause, effect or change. If it is 

about change, you must show change either by comparing the 

situation before and after the development, or you must show 

how it developed during the period. This is worth 10 marks, so 

spend about 12 minutes.  

1. Use the Source - Ensure that you refer directly to the 

source in your answer. 

2. Own Knowledge - Use the source to stimulate your own 

knowledge by underlining key names, events or dates in 

the source. Once you explain these in more detail, you 

are using your own knowledge. 

3. Two paragraphs or explanations are enough to get A*. 

4. Must make links between each factor to get highest 

marks. Explain how one reason led to the next. 
 

The Source 
Underline key words, events, and 
people in the source that you can 

write more about. 

First Reason 
Give the first factor mentioned in 

the source. Fully explain it. 

Link Make a link with the 2nd factor. 

Second Reason Fully explain the second factor. 

Conclusion 
Sum up the two factors, stressing 

the links between them. 
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