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	November 1918 Armistice
In 1918 the German navy mutinied, the Kaiser fled and Germany signed the Armistice. Many Germans refused to believe that their army had been defeated. Instead, they claimed that the army had been ‘stabbed in the back’ by the politicians.
	January 1919 Spartacist Rebellion
Amid the political chaos of 1919, the communists tried to seize power in a rebellion. Bands of former soldiers called the Freikorps brutally put down the rebellion and murdered its leaders.

	January 1919 Nazi Party formed
A former soldier named Adolf Hitler joined the German Workers’ Party and became its leader. At this point the party was tiny, but its violent, anti-semitic, nationalist and socialist policies soon attracted angry Germans.
	June 1919 Treaty of Versailles
Many Germans felt that the Treaty of Versailles was too harsh, and they hated the politicians – the ‘November Criminals’ – who had signed the Armistice and the Treaty.

	August 1919 Weimar Republic set up
A new government protected human rights and gave the vote to all men and women. It did have weaknesses, but it was ‘a brave attempt at democracy’.
	March 1920 Kapp Putsch
German nationalists also hated the government. They assassinated government ministers, and a rebellion by the Freikorps in March 1920 was defeated only by a general strike of German workers.

	1921 Nazi SA (Stormtroopers) formed
The Nazi Party grew quickly, especially after Hitler formed a private army – the SA – to attack his opponents. At first, however, the Nazi Party was strong only in Munich.
	1923 French invasion/hyperinflation
The German economy was weak, and in 1923 Germany failed to make a reparations payment required under the Treaty of Versailles. To get their money, the French invaded. This invasion led to runaway inflation, which ruined Germans who had savings.

	November 1923 Munich Putsch
In the economic chaos of 1923, there were a number of rebellions. One of them was an attempt on power by the Nazi Party in Munich, but it was badly organised and failed miserably. Hitler was sent to prison.
	1923 Stresemann’s Great Coalition
The German politician Gustav Stresemann organised a strong coalition government which started to pay reparations and reformed the currency to put an end to hyperinflation.

	1924 Dawes Plan
The US economist Charles Gates Dawes reorganised Germany’s reparations payments to make them manageable. The USA lent Germany 800 million gold marks, and this loan got the German economy going again. Five years of prosperity followed – the ‘Golden Age’ of the Weimar Republic.
	1924 Nazi Party re-formed
In prison Hitler found he was famous. He wrote his autobiography, Mein Kampf, and re-formed the Nazi Party. This time, however, he tried to win power in elections. He put Goebbels in charge of propaganda and set up the Hitler Youth and a Nazi Teachers’ League.

	1926 Germany joins the League of Nations
Under Stresemann, Germany prospered. One result was that Germany was accepted into the international community.
	1928 Nazi election failure
Until 1929 Germany under Stresemann was too prosperous for Nazi hate-ideology to catch on, and in 1928, there were only 12 Nazi deputies in the Reichstag. But then Stresemann died, and the Great Depression struck… and the Nazis were ready to bid for power.
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