












12  |  Key Features of Modern History

When the foreign troops arrived in Beijing, Ci Xi was smuggled to safety. After the peace terms 
were arranged she returned to the capital. Qing officials promoted the myth that the uprising had 
been a rebellion, with the hope of limiting the penalty the Western powers might impose. The Qing 
propaganda was only partly successful. The terms of the settlement, known as the Boxer Protocol, were 
that ten high Qing officials were executed and 100 others were punished. The area of the legation in 
Beijing was enlarged and more troops brought in to defend it. An indemnity or fine of $333 million was 
to be paid by China over forty years.

It could have been worse. The Boxer uprising was limited to northern China. Chinese officials in 
other parts of the country had managed to ignore Ci Xi’s call for war. As a result, a peace treaty was 
made that kept foreign troops out of key regions in central and southern China.

Figure B6  Japanese troops, part of the international force that crushed the Boxer uprising, behead Boxer prisoners. (AWM PO417/37/17)

The consequences of the Rebellion and its implications for 
China and the Qing dynasty
The Boxer uprising has been described as a catastrophe, based on the fact that despite the loss of life the 
Boxers appeared to change very little. The uprising seemed to be a desperate and fanatical response by 
peasants to forces beyond their comprehension or control. It resulted in the Chinese people facing an 
even greater tax burden, as the Imperial government raised the money to pay the massive indemnities 
imposed by the foreign powers. In the short term it was a catastrophe; however, in the longer term the 
Boxer Rebellion triggered some major historical changes. The Boxers did have a victory of sorts. Their 
action prevented the foreign powers from going through with the partition of China; without the Boxers, 
China may well have been carved up in 1900.

The Boxer uprising was also a clear reflection of an emerging nationalist movement, which transformed 
China in the twentieth century. The decisions made by Ci Xi and her court during the uprising indicated 
that the Qing dynasty was incapable of ruling China. The Boxer Rebellion accelerated demands for reform 
and revolution. The overthrow of the Qing in 1911 can be traced back to the uprising of 1898–1900.
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Rev i ew  quest ions

1	 What key events led to the siege of the foreign legations in Beijing?

2	 What are the suggested motives behind the decision of the Imperial Court to make 
war on the foreign diplomats?

3	 What were the key terms of the Boxer Protocol?

4	 Why was the Boxer uprising described as a catastrophe?

5	 What positive things for China came out of the Boxer uprising?

Rev i ew  task

	 Review the factors that led to the Boxer uprising, and explain why it is incorrect to call 
it a rebellion.


